
What We Should All Know About
Colorectal Cancer

This useful booklet, now in its second edition, brings together all relevant
information regarding colorectal cancer.

What we should all know about... is a series of patient-oriented booklets produced by
Mediscript in conjunction with leading medical experts. Written in easy-to-understand
terms, the facts of the condition are explained and issues frequently raised in consultation
are addressed in a questions and answers section.

What We Should All Know About Colorectal Cancer has
been written to fulfil a need for patient information,
particularly as many lay people find it difficult to talk
about the bowel and associated problems. The book
has been produced under the auspices of Dr David
Cunningham, Head of the Gastroenterology and
Lymphoma Units and a leading specialist in colorectal
cancer at The Royal Marsden Hospital, Sutton, Surrey.
Contributions have been made by Dr Justin Waters, a
Clinical Research Fellow of the Department of
Medicine at The Royal Marsden Hospital, and Mr Jon
Tilsed, Consultant Colorectal Surgeon at Castle Hill
Hospital, Hull. This handy-sized book outlines
modern approaches to treatment, including
diagrams of the latest surgical techniques, and will
be an invaluable guide for general practitioners,
patients and carers involved in colorectal cancer.

The key to good practice is up-to-date information. The book not only includes
comprehensive details of UK-wide support groups but also lists a number of very useful
websites providing information on specific aspects of colorectal cancer and, perhaps even
more important, up-to-date research information.
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• Can we avoid cancer?

• The colon and the rectum

• Diagnosis

• Chemotherapy and radiotherapy

• Surgery (with drawings)

• Managing side effects and treatment

• Complications of colorectal cancer

• Support groups and counselling
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